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Research and Development 
Tax Relief

Is your company missing out?

Many companies in our region aren’t aware they can qualify 
for the Research & Development Tax Relief and are still 
missing out on the opportunity to significantly reduce their 
corporation tax bills or claim a payable tax credit.

We have found that many companies are carrying out 
qualifying R&D as part of their existing commercial product 
development as a way to stay ahead of the competition. 
This development might be based on performance, cost of 
production, or both. This continual process of development 
may itself be an indication of the existence of qualifying R&D.

MHA Moore and Smalley’s R&D Tax Relief team has made 
successful claims for companies across a broad range of 
sectors including:

• Product manufacturers

• Food manufacturing

• Bespoke and specialist engineering businesses (e.g. 
offshore, defence and aerospace)

• Components for the automotive sector

• Software development

• IT systems

• Food supplements

• Biomedical technology

• Agriculture

• Construction

• Recycling

This is a tax relief - how can I tell if my company is carrying 
out any qualifying R&D?

The simplest answer is probably to ask us! The R&D claim 

process has been in existence for more than 10 years now and 
during that time Moore and Smalley has built up a team with 
a wealth of experience by making successful claims across 
numerous business sectors.

What is the potential benefit to my company?

Where a company has incurred expenditure which qualifies 
for the R&D Tax Relief, the company can claim tax relief from 
corporation tax for that expenditure at the following rates:

• Corporation tax saving of upto 24.7% of qualifying 
expenditure if company is a Small & Medium Enterprise 
(SME)

• Corporation tax saving/credit of 10.53% of qualifying 
expenditure if company is not an SME.

Most businesses with less than 500 employees will be treated 
as SMEs under R&D rules . If you are unsure whether your 
company or group will be an SME we will be happy to advise.

All loss making companies can potentially claim a payable tax 
credit following recent changes allowing non SMEs to claim tax 
credits too.

What costs would my company incur which can qualify?

The following costs may be incurred as part of qualifying R&D:

• Staffing costs of the persons involved (including salaries, 
employer’s NIC and pension costs).

• Consumable items

• Software used

• Externally-provided workers

• Subcontracted R&D

• Contributions to independent research
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Is a claim going to be complicated 
and take up lots of management 
time?

Not if you use MHA Moore and 
Smalley! MHA Moore and Smalley 
can help you to obtain the maximum 
benefit of your R&D Tax Relief claims 
while at the same time minimizing 
the time that you need to spend on 
making a claim. As part of making a 
claim we will:

• Ensure that you have considered 
all tax years where claims can 
still be made.

• Identify all potentially qualifying 
R&D activities or projects and 
discuss these with you.

• Identify the qualifying 
expenditure related to those 
activities or projects.

• Either collate a detailed R&D 
claim on your behalf, or helping 
you to prepare an in-house claim.

• Submit the claim for your 
company and liaise with HMRC 
to ensure a quick repayment or 
rebate of tax.

Why choose MHA Moore & Smalley?

At MHA Moore & Smalley our team have 
many years of experience of preparing 
R&D claims for clients, having done 
hundreds of claims and helped clients 
save over £23.4m in tax.

At MHA Moore & Smalley we 
understand that you are the only 
experts at what you do, and our role 
is to try and advise and guide you in 
making an R&D claim, and with your 
technical knowledge and our experience 
in tax and R&D claims in particular we 
can achieve the best possible outcome.

We don’t just look at the R&D claim in 
isolation, but will advise you of how this 
impacts on other areas of taxation, and 
ensuring you keep a good relationship 
with HMRC.

Even if you already make R&D claims, 
either by doing them yourself or by 
using another firm, why not get in touch 
and see what we can offer. We are 
happy to undertake a review of your 
current claim to see if we can improve 
upon it.

We offer a free initial consultation 
where one of our R&D specialists will 
come out to see you to discuss your 
R&D position and assess whether you 
are able to make a claim, and also have 
very competitive fees compared to 
other firms in the industry.

Contact Us

mooreandsmalley.co.uk

David Bennet  
Tax Partner

T: 01772 821 021 
E: david.bennett@mooreandsmalley.co.uk

If you would like to  
discuss this in further 
detail, please get in 
touch with our friendly 
advisor below.

Rachel Marsdin  
Tax Partner

T: 01524 62801 
E: rachel.marsdin@mooreandsmalley.co.uk


